
CAMPAIGN FINANCE ACT AND LOBBY REGISTRATION ACT COMPLAINT 
 

Complainant:  Lonnie Scott 
  Progress Michigan 
  614 Seymour St.,  
  Lansing, MI 48933 
 
Alleged Violators: 1) State Representative Joseph Bellino 
 1285 Hollywood Drive 
 Monroe, MI 48162 
 
 2) DTE Energy Company PAC 
 2000 Second Avenue 
 Room 1505 WCB 
 Detroit, MI 48228 
 
 3) DTE Energy Company 
  1 Energy Plaza 
  Detroit, MI 48226  
 
Sections of the MCFA and LRA alleged to be violated: MCL 4.414(1), 4.421(2), 169.203(2) and 

(4), 169.204(1), 169.209(4) 

Explanation of violation:  
 

The LRA prohibits gifts from lobbyists to legislators in excess of the limits.  MCL 4.414(1), 

4.421(2).  Candidate committees may only receive “contributions” as defined in the MCFA.  See 

MCL 169.203(2) and (4).  The MCFA defines “contribution,” including an in-kind contribution, 

as “made for the purpose of influencing” or “in assistance of” the nomination or election of a 

candidate.  Id 169.204(1), (4). 

 On June 26, 2019, August 8, 2020, and July 1, 2021 DTE PAC reported a total of $4,670 

as in-kind contributions to the Committee to Elect Joe Bellino (“Bellino”) “to pay for golf 

tournament entry fee.”  Campaign finance and press reports revealed this conduct.  See Gongwer 

News Service, Sept. 1, 2020 (attached).  Bellino attempted to hide the purpose of these alleged in-

kind contributions on his own reports as “meeting expense” and “ticket for event.”  When 



confronted by the press Bellino admitted that DTE PAC paid thousands of dollars of his golf fees.  

See id. 

 Paying golf tournament fees does not remotely “influence the nomination or election of a 

candidate” or “assist” in nominations or elections.  They serve no electoral purpose whatsoever.  

Therefore it was illegal in violation of the MCFA for DTE PAC to make and for Bellino to accept 

the payment of these fees. 

 This scheme not only violated the MCFA but evaded the gift restrictions of the Lobby 

Registration Act.  The Department has long held that the payment of golf fees by a lobbyist in 

excess of the gift limit is illegal.  See, e g, July 16, 1990 Brunelli Informational Letter; September 

8, 2006 LaBrant and Robinson Declaratory Ruling.  DTE Energy Company is registered lobbyist 

and it would be illegal for it to “gift” nearly $5,000 in golf fees to Bellino.  DTE cannot evade the 

gift limit by having its PAC pay the fees claiming they were “in-kind” contributions to Bellino 

which they are plainly not. 

 For all these reasons, I request that you find that 1) DTE Energy Company PAC made an 

illegal in-kind contribution to Bellino; 2) that Bellino illegally received an illegal in-kind 

contribution from DTE Energy Company PAC; and 3) that DTE Energy Company made illegal 

gifts to Bellino. 

 

For purposes of the Michigan Campaign Finance Act, I certify that to the best of my  
knowledge, information, and belief, formed after a reasonable inquiry under the  

circumstances, each factual contention of this complaint is supported by evidence. 
 

For purposes of the Lobby Registration Act, I certify that the statements set forth above 
are true to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief. 

 
 

             
        Date 

Lonnie Scott
9/16/21



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


